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set me F the stocks, f the common stocks, for a
witch.

QUICK. Sir, let me speak with you in your cham-
ber ; you shall hear how things go ; and, I war-
rant, to your content. Here is a letter will say some-
what. Good hearts, what ado here is to bring you
together! Sure, one of you does not serve heaven
well4, that you are so crossed.

PAL. Come up into my chamber.         \Exeunt*

SCENE VI.

Another Room in the Garter Inn.

Enter PENTON and Host.

HOST. Master Fenton, talk not to me; my mind
is heavy, I will give over all.

PENT. Yet hear me speak : Assist me in my pur-
pose,

in order to escape being apprehended for atoitcfi? Surely, one
would imagine, this was the readiest means to bring him into
such a scrape: for none but old women have ever been suspected
of being witches. The text must certainly be restored " a wood
woman," a crazy, frantick woman; one too wild, and silly, and
unmeaning, to have either the malice or mischievous subtlety of a
witch in her. THEOBALD.

This emendation is received by Sir Thomas Hanmer, but re-
jected by Dr. Warburton. To me it appears reasonable enough.

JOHNSON.

I am not certain that this change is necessary. Falstaff, by
counterfeiting such weakness and infirmity, as would naturally be
pitied in an old woman, averted the punishment to which he would
otherwise have been subjected, on the supposition that he was a
witch. STEEVENS.

The reading of the old copy is fully supported by what Falstaff
says afterwards to Ford: "I went to her, master 'Brook, as you
see, like a poor old man ; but I came from her, master Brook,
like a poor old woman." MALONE.

4 Sure, one of you does not serve heaven well, &c.] The great
fault of this play is the frequency of expressions so profan e, that
no necessity of preserving character can justify them. There are
laws of higher authority than those of criticism. JOHNSON.